


Message from the Board Chair
Anna Anderson

During a year when every organization has had to shift gears and
adapt, what has not wavered is the generous support of our donors
and the dedication of our volunteer Board of Directors. This winning
combination allowed the Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools (FEPS)
to support Eden Prairie students in record amounts and extend our
granting in new ways.

I m proud to share that FEPS donated over $112,000 this year alone to
student-focused programs that align with our mission to support and
enhance the legacy of excellence in Eden Prairie Schools. We
achieved our mission-driven giving through innovative grants that
support students year round and at all stages of learning. With grants
supporting our earliest learners preparing for Kindergarten all the
way through highschool with the distribution of 15 scholarships - our
donors allow FEPS to be there each step of the way and we thank
youl!

As all organizations made adjustments this past year, FEPS shifted our
premier fundraising event, the Red & Black Gala to a virtual platform.
Instead of sitting across from each other in a ballroom, we gathered
in our homes via Zoom and challenged each other to some local
Eden Prairie trivia. During the virtual event, we continued our
tradition of honoring ve Legacy Award winners and produced a
video to express our collective gratitude to the teachers and school
sta across our district. The virtual event exceeded our expectations and was a wonderful reminder of our
community s unwavering support of Eden Prairie Schools. We sure hope you join us next year as we move back to
celebrating in person.

While our tactics may have shifted a bit, our strategy remains steadfast. This is made possible by our phenomenal
sta , Executive Director, Dr. Lisa Sisinni and Administrative Assistant, Tracy Bredehoft. In addition to the work of our
sta , we also had the honor of welcoming six new directors onto our volunteer board - and are always happy to
add another chair if you might be interested in joining us or just learning more!

We believe that while a public education is free, an exceptional one is not. Thats why we are so grateful to our
donors and volunteers. Your dollars coupled with our work, allows us to support Eden Prairie students throughout
their educational path. When you make FEPS part of your giving plan, we are positioned to fund innovative grants
that bring learning to life, and ensure our students are prepared for 21st-century jobs upon graduation.

FEPS Board of Directors

Anna Anderson - Chair Liz Dayton Brett Johnson Esti Ollerman
Jess Bergmann - Vice Chair Greg Gennetti Kristin Jonason Aaron Orwick
John Estall - Treasurer Jenny Harer Katie Little Robb Virgin

Liz Lindner - Secretary
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Message from the Executive
Director

Dr. Lisa Z. Sisinni

I cannot believe it has been a whole year since | came on board as
your FEPS Executive Director! | was hired in the midst of the COVID-
19 pandemic lockdown last June, over a Zoom interview, during a
very uncertain and challenging time. The interesting thing about that
is | just recently had the opportunity to meet all of the FEPS Board
Members together in-person at our August Board Meeting.

Over the past year, your FEPS Board of Directors did not retreat in
serving this organization during the pandemic - instead they forged
ahead and attacked each and every goal that had been previously set
for the organization and, in fact, exceeded those goals. The
innovation they showed to ensure that we continued to surpass
previous milestones was nothing short of miraculous.

We continued to have our Annual Appeal which raised over $40,000,
awarded Community Grants to ve deserving organizations serving
Eden Prairie students, and awarded Teacher/Sta Classroom Grants
for a total of over $50,000 in grant-giving. In addition, we celebrated
remarkable Legacy Award Winners and Nominees, held our Annual
Red and Black Gala and Silent Auction (albeit virtually), awarded over
$60,000 in Student Scholarships, and overall made a positive impact
on students and sta district-wide.

Our long-term Corporate Sponsors stepped up throughout the year
with 3M, Eaton Corporation, Royal Credit Union, and Flagship Bank Minnesota contacting me to ask what more they
could do to contribute nancially to FEPS. New Corporate Sponsors like Knutson Construction, DeVetter Design
Group, and Hallberg Engineering came onboard to help us further our mission of supporting and enhancing the
legacy of excellence in Eden Prairie Schools. With the generosity of these Corporate Sponsors, we were able to
increase our grant awards for this coming year and we are looking forward to achieving a record-breaking level of

giving.

Our veteran FEPS Board Members stepped up to the plate and through their leadership and expertise, guided
individual areas of the organization with their unique set of knowledge and skills. This past year we also celebrated
the many years of service Andy Malone, Shelley Kaufman, Suzanne Kutina, Brittany O Malley and FEPS
Administrative Assistant Leanne Brown dedicated to this organization as they transitioned o of the FEPS Board.
We were fortunate enough to nd individuals like Jenny Harer, Brett Johnson, Kristin Jonason, Liz Lindner, Aaron
Orwick, Robb Virgin and FEPS Administrative Assistant Tracy Bredehoft who, during these crazy times, were drawn
to join our organization. Welcome to all of you and thank you for jumping right in to get to work and we are
pleased to have you on our Board!

Serving as your FEPS Executive Director has become a hallmark in my career in the nonpro t sphere and | could not
have asked for a more rewarding rst year and such a dynamic group of individuals with whom to share our
successes. In the year to come, | look forward to accomplishing more -- raising more money, awarding more grants
to teachers and sta , providing more scholarships to Eden Prairie students, and | am especially enthused to meet
and work with YOU!

Go Eagles!
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Red & Black Gala

The Virtual Red & Black Gala, held on March 13, was attended by 100's of FEPS
supporters and included an Eden Prairie-focused Trivia Game led by Jessica
Engelstad, a Teacher and Sta Appreciation vignette, and the announcement of
the FEPS 2021 Legacy Award nominees and winners.

The Online Auction included over 150 items donated by local businesses and
individuals. In total, the Gala and Online Auction raised over $20,000!

The screen shots below highlight several segments of the event.

Dr. Josh Swanson
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Superintendent Dr. Josh Swanson provided an overview of how
FEPS helps the district meet its goals and mission.

FEPS Virtual Red & Black Gal
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Everyone enjoyed playing Kahoot! trivia with our Game Master We heard from parents and students about our amazing school
Extraordinaire , Jessica Englestad. community during a teacher appreciation vignette.

FEPS Virtual Red & Black Gala 2021
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We celebrated teachers like Miss Tate who set up a mobile library in Board Chair Anna Anderson presented Joe Wenc his Legacy Award
her car to deliver books to her students during virtual learning. via Zoom.
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