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A Message from the Board President 

What an exciting year for the Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools!  We kicked off the 
year by reaching $1Million of giving to Eden Prairie students to support and enhance 
the legacy of excellence in Eden Prairie Schools!  We accomplished this through inno-
vative classroom grants (like robotics in maker spaces in our elementary schools),  
educational community partnership grants (like "READY for Kindergarten!") and  
individual student scholarships for college for so many accomplished and deserving 
students.  Our students are truly amazing. 
 
We are able to achieve such heights of giving because of generous donors in our com-
munity, and we thank you!  In addition, our all-volunteer Board works to support 
Eden Prairie student excellence and also contributes financially, 100% of our Board, 
to our cause.  We know we are all making a difference for Eden Prairie students!  
 
Early in the year, we were fortunate to hire Conn McCartan, our beloved EPHS  
principal of 14 years, as our new Executive Director!  Conn knows our community well 
and has personally connected with many of you during the year to update you on our 
work and hear your thoughts on what "support and enhance the excellence" of our 
students means to you.  Additionally, we hired the very talented Leanne Brown as our 
part-time Administrative Assistant.  And as we did this, we thanked Sarah Cheesman 
for her excellent work as our former Executive Director for the past 3.5 years.  
 
As we now reach our halfway mark in our two year Strategic Plan, we are tracking 
well and engaging the Board in new and creative ways to raise the bar.  I have high 
hopes for the final phase of achieving our Strategic Plan goals for giving even more to 
our Eden Prairie students! 
 
Please join us!  We cannot achieve our goals without your support! 
 
Sincerely, 

Suzanne Kutina 

President of the Board 
Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools 
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Anne Byrne Greg Genetti Holly Parker  
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2018-2019 Board Members 

President —Suzanne Kutina 
Vice President—Lauren Crandall 

Secretary – Andy Malone 
Treasurer – Shelley Kaufman  

A Message from the Executive Director 

I feel so fortunate to have been given the opportunity to continue to serve the school 
community that I love so much in the role of Executive Director of this impactful    
foundation.  In the past year we have awarded over $32,000 in grants that have im-
pacted nearly 6000 students in our district.  Additionally, we have provided sixteen  
college scholarships, providing $66,000 in tuition support for EPHS students. Finally, 
we honored four individuals and one student group with Legacy Awards for the signifi-
cant impact they make on the education of students in our district.  None of this work 
could happen without the  generosity of so many individuals and organizations in our 
community. From our board of directors to our donors, community partners and vol-
unteers, the Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools has proven to be an important vehicle 
that allows all of us to support and enhance the legacy of excellence in Eden Prairie 
Schools.  We look forward to building on this amazing generosity to continue that work 
in bigger and better ways in the year to come! 

Conn McCartan    cmccartan@edenpr.org 

Thank you to our annual sponsors! 

Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools, 8100 School Rd, Eden Prairie  MN 55344 (952)975-7502    



 

In 2019, the Foundation for Eden Prairie 
Schools Funded  

 grants totaling over $32,000  

Mind Body Heart 
  Cedar Ridge Elementary  

Upstream Arts Residency 
Tassel Transition Program 

 



CONTINUING OUR LEGACY OF IMPACT 

Thanks to our generous donors and supporters, the Foundation awarded grants 
which will benefit thousands of Eden Prairie Schools students!  

Mindful Movement This grant provides staff with tools to teach social emotional learning activi-
ties that improves self-control, focus, problem solving and self esteem. It will benefit 700 ele-
mentary students. 

Generative Art in Geometry Class This grant provides computer-aided pen plotters to help 
student learn math concepts and how to creatively code using the context of visual arts as their 
geometric designs come to life. It will initially benefit 70 high school geometry students. 

Mind, Body and Heart This grant provides teachers with tools to increase the student use of 
practices in self-awareness and self-regulation which will lead to increased time on task and in-
creased academic performance. It will benefit 150 elementary students. 

Elementary STEM Through Robotics and Coding This grant provides coding packs and ro-
bots to expand these activities through K-6 grades.  These activities enhance creative thinking, 
problem solving, engagement, perseverance and teamwork.  It will benefit 700 students.  

Sensory Path This grant creates a sensory path and active learning space that promotes social-
emotional engagement and fine motor development.  It will benefit 500 elementary students. 

CNC Laser Cutter/Engraver This grant provides a modern manufacturing tool used in engi-
neering, manufacturing, design and other technical fields. It will be built into the existing 8

th
 

grade Technical Education program. It will benefit over 600 students. 

“Just Be” in EACH Classroom This grant provides a universally designed break station that 
gives students a “Just Be” space equipped with tools and resources for mindfulness strategies to 
meet their social-emotional needs.  It will benefit over 700 elementary students. 

Gizmos for Learning This grant provides an interactive math and science simulation that uses 
an inquiry-based approach to learning which helps build understanding by helping students visu-
alize conceptual material.  It will benefit over 900 high school students. 

Upstream Arts Residency This grant provides professional artists to teach interactive art activi-
ties to special education students age 18-21 in the district’s TASSEL program. Students will 
practice essential social skills and communication as a result of their participation in these activi-
ties. It will benefit 62 students. 

My Book Day This grant provides for books for My Book Day, when all first grade students re-
ceive their choice of a high-quality hardbound book, selected from six books they have been 
reading throughout the year. This event includes high school students promoting the importance 
of reading to the first graders.  This grant is in partnership with the Eden Prairie Noon Rotary. 

School Supplies This grant provides school supplies for the start of the school year, for all stu-
dents who register as needing supplies through People Reaching Out to People (PROP). Last 
year, over 500 total K-12 students were served, and items can be purchased by PROP which 
are not commonly donated. This grant is in partnership with PROP Food Shelf. 

Ready! For Kindergarten This grant provides training and high quality learning tools for families 
to develop school-ready skills with their children.  FEPS supports this research-backed program 
in partnership with the EP Schools’ Early Childhood program.  



 

2019  

Scholarship 

Recipients 

 

Christina P. Stolz “Life Bandmates” Scholarship:  Dzao Vu 

(funded through the generosity of the Stolz family and donors) 
 

Griffiths Family Scholarship in Health Sciences: Sophia Yusuf  

Griffiths Family Scholarship in Engineering, Manufacturing or Computer Science:  

Bianca Byfield 

Holasek-Griffiths Scholarship in Business:  Abigail Smith 

(the three Griffiths scholarships are funded through the generosity of Harold Griffiths) 
 

Chris Wivholm Memorial Scholarship:  Mollie Larson  
(funded through the generosity of the family and friends of Chris Wivholm)  

 

Matheson Family Technical School Scholarship: Alex Garcia and Axel Garcia  
(funded through the generosity of Paul and Bev Matheson) 

 

Matthew Taylor Memorial Scholarship:  Aaron (AJ) Horton 
(funded through the generosity of the family and friends of Matthew Taylor)  

 

Ron Iverson Memorial Scholarship:  Nathan Bellefeuille  
(funded through the generosity of the family of Ron Iverson ) 

 

Noel-Karulf/Class of 1973 Spirit Scholarship:  Nealeigh Carbone    
(funded through the generosity of Deb and Rick Karulf) 

 

Sydney M. Galleger Memorial Scholarship: Erin Farrell, Madeleine McGinley,  
Grace Witherspoon, Molly Zeller 

(funded through the generosity of family and friends of Sydney Galleger) 
 

Randell D. Voas/Randy’s Run Scholarship:   Nadia English and Nicholas Miller  

(funded through the generosity of the Voas family and Randy's Run)  



2019 Legacy Award Winners 
 

Teacher of the Year: 
Cathy Bockenstedt – Central Middle School 

Nick Windschitl – Prairie View Elementary School 

 
Staff of the Year: 

Jon Kahle – Eden Prairie High School 
 

Student of the Year: 
Prairie View Student Council – represented by Corbynne Bille,  

Caroline Nave & Sami Gee 

 
Volunteer of the Year: 

Kelly Derouin – Cedar Ridge/Eden Prairie High School 

Thank you to our sponsors Royal Credit Union and Byrne Law Office, LLC 

Photo by Pete Rose—Pete Rose Productions  



The Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools hosted a “Beyond the Diploma” 
fundraising event that helped fund our teacher and staff grants 

 

 

 

 

 

Beyond the Diploma is a fundraising 
event that features Eden Prairie High 
School alumni.  The fall 2018 event fea-
tured Solome Tibebu, Eden Prairie 
Class of 2008.  Solome is a mental 
health and patient advocate, social en-
trepreneur and digital health investor 
at Affiniti VC.  Solome is passionate 
about new technologies creating an 
equitable environment for mental 
wellness, care coordination, and lever-
aging our challenges for social good. 
She has been a supporter of mental 
health innovation for over a decade, 
including serving as Founder of the 
non-profit, Anxiety in Teens, and board 
member at a number of human service 
policy organizations and non-profits. Solome is a 2012 graduate of the University of St. 
Thomas with a B.A. in Entrepreneurship. Her work has been featured in The Huffington 
Post, Forbes, TEDx, Inc Magazine, Upworthy, Psychology Today and more.  Her presen-
tation, entitled “Mental Health, Social Entrepreneurship & Overcoming Fear,” was 
attended by approximately 200 people and raised over $3500 for FEPS.  Thanks to our 
event sponsors Royal Credit Union, Lions Tap & AmeriTrak. 

 

FEPS is also proud to work with: 
The Early Childhood Scholarship Fund, 

Random Acts of Kindness Fund at EPHS, 
DECA,  

and EPHS Student Council 

Solome Tibebu, Beyond the Diploma speaker 



Balance Sheet 

Statement of Activities 

July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019 

Income  

     Direct Public Support 
     Grants 
     Investment Income 
     Special Events-Silent Auction 
Total Ordinary Income 

      107,663.70 
           9,569.00 
         81,481.67 
         31,783.13 
       230,497.50 

Expenses  

     Grants 
       
     Scholarships 

82,858.86         
               

         65,449.55 
     Legacy Awards            5,733.43 
     Beyond the Diploma                364.09 

     Special Events-Silent Auction            7,063.47 
      Business Expenses            5,830.00 

     Contract Services            2,781.13 
     Operations            8,796.35 
     Payroll & Related          38,677.96 
Total Expenses        217,554.84 

Net Ordinary Income 
Other Income: Market Gains/losses 
Net Income 

         24,914.94                            
         19,380.75 
         44,295.69 

 

Current Assets                        June 30, 2019 

    Cash-Checking/Saving Foundation                    86,544.15 
    Cash-Fiscal Agency                      31,745.61    
    Grants Receivable                         6,469.00 
Total Current Assets                 124,758.76 
Other Assets 
    Restricted Marketable Securities                       1,230,684.06 
    Unrestricted Marketable Securities                341,490.93 
Other Assets                                  500.00 
Total Assets                        1,697.433.75 

Liabilities & Net Assets  
    Accounts Payable                                        1,500.00 
    Grants Payable                                     22,185.30 
    Scholarships Payable                                   97,250.00 
Total Liabilities                                 120,935.30 

Net Assets     

With Donor Restrictions            1,133,434.06 

Without Donor Restrictions                            443,064.39 

Total Liabilities  & Net Assets                          1,697,433.75 
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Thank you to our supporters! 
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Bronze 
$100-$499 
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Friends of EP Schools 
up to $99 

Friends of EP Schools  
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Karen Farris 

Damen Fischer 

Richard Fischer 

Rachelle Fitzgibbon 

Pete Fogarty 

Kari Gabrielson 

Anita Gibson 

Roxane and Curt Gilje 

Randy Haar 

Jill Haverkamp 

Sarah Hernandez 

Sarah Jankewicz 

Matthew Johnson 

Deb and Rick Karulf 

Irene Kelly 

Joni Lapp 

Jerry and Ginny Leppart 

Brian McCartan 

Ellen Meier 

Steven and Susan Meyer 

Megan Miller 

Jill Moen 

Jim and Gina Mortenson 

Roxy Myhre 

Cathy and Ron Nelson 

Randy and Sue Nixon 
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Greg and Heather Olson 

Karen Palmer 
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Allison Parker 
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Paul Reinling 

Randy Rowland 

Brooke and Joe Ruhlin 

Robyn Seaton 

Marlanges and Burton Simar 

Suzie Sime 
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Patricia Stadem   
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Matching Gifts 

3M 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
General Mills 

Marsh & McLennan 

U.S Bank 
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Sydney M. Galleger  
Memorial Scholarship  

Sydney M. Galleger Foundation 

Class of 1973 Scholarship 

Deb and Rick Karulf 

Matthew Taylor Memorial  
Scholarship 

Debbie Bocock 

Nancy Luegge 

Harry and Mary Ann Schaffran  

Carol Schmiesing 

Trudy Schulte 

Lisa Taylor 

Honorary Gift 

Ron Iverson  
Scholarship  

Christopher Wivholm Foundation 

In Kind Sponsors 

Milio’s  

Pete Rose Productions  

Beyond the Diploma 

Sponsors 

AmeriTrak 

Lions Tap 

Royal Credit Union 

LARK in honor of Ginny Leppart 

Legacy Award Sponsors 

Lions Tap 

Royal Credit Union 

Christopher Wivholm  
Memorial Scholarship  

Spohn Household 



The  
Foundation for 

Eden Prairie 
Schools 

Since  1998, FEPS 

has given  

$1 million in 

grants and schol-

arships impacting 

thousands of EP 

students! 


