
 

Our Mission is to Support and enhance the legacy of 

excellence in Eden Prairie Public Schools 

“Thank you for buying the books, organizing the buses and  

organizing the whole day for us.  You are soooo kind.  You made 

 the book day soooo special!  Thank you so much!” 

Love ,Lilli (first grader who received a book on My Book Day) 

IMPACT REPORT 
2016-2017 



A Message from the Board President 

I want to thank the Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools’ Board of Directors for allowing me to serve as 
its President this past year. Leaders, prior to me, have all been outstanding and I am humbled to be 
following their footsteps. 
 
After 14 amazing years, we said goodbye to our Taste of Eden Prairie fundraiser.  Conversely, we  
welcomed our newest fundraiser: “Beyond the Diploma” Alumni Speaker Series.  This bi-annual event 
brings Eden Prairie High School Alumni back home to showcase their wide-ranging achievements and 
to share how their formative years in Eden Prairie Schools helped propel them to rewarding  
careers.   Our initial speaker was 1999 Alumnus Betsy McCann. Betsy is the Marching Band Director for 
the University of Minnesota.  She shared how EP Schools allowed her to excel in academics, music and 
athletics and  she honored the teachers and staff who encouraged her to follow her dreams and in-
stilled in her the resilience and perseverance necessary to meet the various obstacle and challenges 
we all will face.  We look forward to welcoming other EP alumni back home and encourage you to 
attend and support the Foundation and these alumni.   
 
On behalf of the entire FEPS Board, we hope that you will continue to support educational  
opportunities for children in Eden Prairie schools.  We welcome the engagement of you, our  
community, businesses, alumni and anyone else with a passion for helping children learn.  We are 
grateful to the families and businesses who support the Foundation’s work to support and enhance 
the legacy of excellence in Eden Prairie Schools.  Our teachers and staff are introducing new ideas and 
innovative programs which inspire each student every day.  We are excited by their energy and look 
forward to supporting them in the coming year. 
 

Holly Parker 
Board President 

A Message from the Executive Director 

I am so honored to be a part of the Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools for a second year.  Through the 
generosity of so many individuals and organizations in our community we awarded over $32,000 in 
teacher and staff grants, awarded 22 scholarships valued at $86,500 and honored 9 individuals who 
are making a difference in our schools and our community.  I think the work of the Foundation  
represents the best of what is happening in our schools.  Our teachers and staff are bringing exciting 
programs to our students!  Our scholarship recipients are representing Eden Prairie Schools as they 
begin college.  Our Legacy winners and honorees are being recognized for their dedication to students 
and the community. Our board of directors, donors, community partners and volunteers make all of 
this happen through their gifts!   I am humbled everyday by all of them!  We are so appreciative of the 
support of the district and are fortunate to be a part of a district that values a high quality, inclusive 
education for all students.  We are looking forward to continuing our work in 2017 and hope that you 
will continue to be a part of it!   
 

Sarah Cheesman 
Executive Director    



Staff:  Sarah Cheesman, Executive Director, scheesman@edenpr.org, 952-975-7205 
         Susan Paulus, Fundraising Event Coordinator 

Anne Byrne Suzan Kammer Paul Matheson Jaclyn Swords 

Cathy Bockenstedt Shelley Kaufman Esti Ollerman Karen Westerberg 

Laura Burnison Andy Malone      Renee Rushdy  

2016-2017 Board Members 

 
Goals of the Foundation’s Grant Program:  

Provide large grants to Eden Prairie education  
professionals seeking to make significant change. 

Serve as an incubator for great ideas that impact  
curriculum, instruction and assessment while achieving  

meaningful, measurable results. 

Encourage ideas that have a direct and significant  
impact on students’ passion for learning. 

President – Holly Parker 
Secretary – Karen Nelson 

Treasurer – Jon Oberle 



 

In 2017 Foundation for Eden 
Prairie Schools Funded  

9 Grants totaling $32,000  

3D Models for Chemistry  
$5,000 Eden Prairie High School  

Creative Corner  
$1393 Central Middle School 



School Supplies in 
partnership with PROP 

Food Shelf  $2,300 

My Book Day-1st Graders  
$5000   Partnership with 

Eden Prairie Noon Rotary 

2017 Grants 

($5,000) My Book Day - First Grade 

(in partnership with Eden Prairie Noon Rotary) 

($2300)  Backpacks & School Supplies  

(in partnership with PROP Food Shelf) 
 ($2400)  CounterAct Program—Fifth Grade 
(in partnership with the Police Crime Fund) 

($3,750) Tower Gardens – Eden Lake Elementary  

($10,000) Google Expedition Kit - Central Middle School 

($1,100) Spheros:  Rolling Balls of Coding Magic  -  Eden Lake Elementary 

($1,393)  Creative Corner  - Central Middle School  

($1,200) STEM Materials for Community Education - PreK through 12th grade 

($5,000) 3D Models and Equipment to teach Chemistry - Eden Prairie High School  

($1,809) Great Outdoors: Engineering with Heat & Snow - Mosaic  
(through a grant from 3M) 



 

2017 Scholarship Winners 

Christina P. Stolz “Life Bandmates” Scholarship:  Jacob King 
(funded through the generosity of the Stolz family and donors) 

Griffiths Family Scholarship in Health Sciences: Joey Ekholm 
Griffiths Family Scholarship in Engineering, Manufacturing or  

Computer Science: Sunag Udap 
Holaseck-Griffiths Scholarship in Business:  Bailey DeMets 

(the three Griffiths scholarships are funded through the generosity of Harold Griffiths) 
Matheson Family Technical School Scholarship: Benjamin MacGibbons and 

Agata Ilevic 
(funded through the generosity of Paul and Bev Matheson) 

Ron Iverson Memorial Scholarship:  Jack Madison 
(funded through the family of Ron Iverson ) 

Noel-Karulf/Class of 1973 Spirit Scholarship:  Brendan Weed 
(funded through the generosity of Deb and Rick Karulf) 

Sydney M. Galleger Memorial Scholarship: Brynn Boston, Noah Deraney,  
Parker Hewitt, Megan Johnson, Ibolya Knokoly, Bethany Moore, and Nik Zeller 

(funded through the generosity of donors) 
Randell D. Voas/Randy’s Run Scholarship:  Allison Cotrell and Matthew Fier 

(funded through the generosity of the Voas family and Randy's Run)  
Touchdowns for Thomas: Clara Bartnik, William Claridge, Charlie Klein, 

Michelle Nguyen, and Jacob Rouw 
(funded by DECA and their annual Powder Puff game) 



2017 Legacy Award Winners 
 

Teachers of the Year  
Jared Johnson, Forest Hills Elementary  

Jackie Ahlers, Central Middle School 
Staff of the Year 

Carol Meyer, Prairie View Elementary 
Student of the Year 

 Ayub Ahmed, Cedar Ridge Elementary 
School Volunteer of the Year 

Stephanie Heiberg, Eden Lake Elementary 
Alumnus/Community Leader of the Year 

Vicki Bomben, Class of 1999 

Thank you to our sponsor Royal Credit Union and Byrne Law Office, LLC 



The Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools hosted the following  

fundraising events that fund our teacher and staff grants.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Each spring and winter, an Appreciation 

Gift with a personalized card can be 

purchased and sent to a teacher or  

district staff person. 

The 5K for EP Schools is held 

each year in fall at the Eden 

Prairie High School.  

Beyond the Diploma is the  

Foundation’s new signature fundraising 

event featuring Eden Prairie High School 

alumni.  The spring 2017 event  

featured Betsy McCann, Eden Prairie High 

School Class of 1999 and University of 

Minnesota Marching Band Director.  An 

online silent auction in was held  

conjunction with this event.             

The Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools makes every effort to accurately reflect our donors.  Please  
contact Sarah Cheesman at scheeman@edenpr.org with any changes.   



Gold 
$1,000-$2,499 

Silver 

Thank you to our supporters! 
Platinum 
$2,500-$5,000 

Bronze 
$100-$499 

Bronze 
$100-$499 

3M Foundation 

Eden Prairie Ministerial  
Association Classes of 
2016 and 2017 

Nadia Alleman 

John Estall and Shirley Boyd 

Jon and Heidi Breyer  
Foundation 

Lawrence and Elizabeth  
Dunlap Foundation * 

Jeff and Holly Parker ^ 

Bonnie Theis and Joe Martin 

Bev and Paul Matheson^ 

Leslie and Peter Palmieri 

Andrew and Bernice Bilich 

Anne and Pat Byrne^ 

Paul and Cathy Bockenstedt*^ 

Karen Donohue 

Eden Prairie Education  
Association* 

Eden Prairie High School* 

John and Julie Heinmiller 

Beth Kreusch and Doug   
Stukenborg 

Suzanne and Bill Kutina 

Lions Tap 

Maureen Oates= 

Renee and Jamal Rushdy= 

Linda and John Zimmerman 

Nimo Ali 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Jim Anderson* 

Patrick Andrus* 

Jo and Bill Benson 

Srinivasa Bungolay 

Jennifer and Anthony Burke 

Laura Burnison 

Sarah and Shawn Cheesman 

Mark David 

Mary DeMarce 

Jennifer and Mike Dewberry 

Esti Ollerman and Brad Ericksen 

Sue Feigal-Hitch* 

Jodie and John Fenske 

Sheila Fitzgerald* 

Roxane and Curt Gilje 

Mary and Kevin Gustafson 

Susan and Guy Hicklin* 

Molly and Craig Hollenbeck 

Terry and Bruce Hutchins 

Duane and Connie Hytjan* 

Daniel and Edite Izumi 

Shelley and Doug Kaufman 

Suzan and Mark Kammer 

Mary and Tom Kerns 

Jeanne and Scott Knutson 

LARK Group 

Mary and Tim Lenker 

Jim Leuer* 

Holly and Brian Link 

Kathy and Larry Link* 

Meghan and Andy Malone 

Tom May 

Patricia McMonigal 

Carol Meyer* 

Amy Lee Nelson 

Karen and Paul Nelson 

Martha and Brian            

Brittany O'Malley 

John and Karen Oberle 

Mary and Scott Otis 

Jaclyn Swords and Matt                                         

Bill and Susan Paulus 

John Penshorn 

Emily Rice 

Brooke Ruhlin 

Alice Rushdy 

George Schell 

Heather and Greg Schu 

Carole Stein* 

Connie and John Steinlicht 

Steph and Josh Swanson* 

Deb and Nate Thompson 

Lee and John Thomas 

Vince Thomas* 

Dr. Curt Tryggestad* 

Connie and Todd Tsuchiya 

Jennifer and John Urbanski 

Lindsey Wahl Vandrovec 

John and Anne Walbrun 

Brenda Walsh* 

Paula and Andy Wright 

Bill and Malyn Wrobel= 



Friends of EP Schools 
up to $99 

Friends of EP Schools  
up to $99 

Friends of EP Schools  
up to $99 

Jane Aagenes* 

Idmam Adan 

Jackie Ahlers 

Connie Askew and Kenneth            
Askew Jr. 

Kris and Byron Anderson 

Lynn Anderson 

Mary Andert* 

Anonymous 

Wendy Autio 

Cammy and Aaron Bahner 

Frank Bausch* 

Nancy Bergstrom 

Lara Bockenstedt 

Carol and Ken Bomben 

Karla and Michael Bratrud 

Margie Brink 

Karen Busack 

Yogender Singh Butola 

Heather Camardello 

Mary Campbell* 

Barb and John Clay* 

Ruth Coppock 

Mary Waters-Cryer and Ken  
Cryer* 

Malina Davies 

Peter and Mary Donlon 

Cindy Dooley* 

Carrie Dorson 

Marlys and Kenneth  
Drebenstedt 

Cynthia Eldridge 

Steve and Linda Enck* 

Lynn and Eric Falkenstein 

Michelle Farinella 

Jeanne Femrite* 

Anne Ferch* 

Andrea and Damen Fischer 

Heidi Fitch 

Jodie Flolid* 

Katharine Foley* 

Juanita George 

Colleen and Mike Grant* 

Randy Haar 

Barb and Frank Hallowell 

Maggie Hardy 

Christine Harris 

Nick and Kelly Hedlund 

Heidi Huber-Christopherson* 

Joy James 

Sarah Jankewicz* 

Colleen and Greg Jason 

Brenda Jerich 

Therese and Joel Johnson* 

Suzanne Johnson 

Marge and Steve Johnson 

Roger Jorgenson 

Irene Kelly 

Kris Kerber 

Saeed Khalesehosseini 

Susan Kraemer 

Dawn and John Krohner 

Elaine and Kevin Larabee 

Ginny and Jerry Leppart 

Kim and Jim Lesinski 

Michael and Lisa Lewis 

Elizabeth Lindner 

Rene Liu 

Wei Liu 

Gregory and Beth Madsen 

Val and Greg Malone 

Bob and Ann Martinka 

Sylvia MateKole 

Kathy and Mike McCann 

Patti McGrane 

Gretchen Meek 

Julie Menk 

Mary and Garry Miller 

Joanne and Joe Molzahn* 

Susan Nielson 

Stacy and Scott Newgaard 

Janet Nilles* 

Karen Palmer* 

Scott Palmer 

Molly Patil 

Kris Paulsen 

Brecke and Jerome Plourde 

Lisa Reed 

Paul Reiling 

Ann Reynolds 

Kerry Ringhand 

Nicole Roberts 

Jennifer Robinson 

Randy Rowland 

Laura Saarela* 

Barb Savereide 

Jennifer and John Schultz 

Kara and Jim Seliga 

Vandana Shankar 

Glenda Skoff 

Brett Spiering 

Deepak Subbaiah 

Megan Soukup 

Monica and Kurts Strelnieks 

Jennifer and Rolly Stevens 

Kristin Sullivan 

Nate Swenson 

Jessica Syring 

Tanya Smith* 

Joanna Takes 

Kari and Mike Tarpey 

Deb and Nate Thompson 



*Eden Prairie Schools District Staff donating through annual appeal 
=Denotes past 550 Club member ($550 per year for 5 years) 
^Denotes Endowment Donor 

5K for EP Schools 

Matching Gifts 

Ameriprise 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
General Mills 
Marsh & McLennan 
United Health Group 
Wells Fargo 

Beyond the Diploma 

Sydney M. Galleger  
Memorial Scholarship  

In Kind Sponsors 

Alerus 

Anytime Fitness 

Ehlers 

Flagship Bank 

Hallberg Engineering 

HealthSource Chiropractic 

Hildi, Inc.   

Lions Tap 

Robert Derr Family Dentistry 

Royal Credit Union 

State Farm - Brandi Warmbier  
Agency 

Byerly’s 

Great Harvest Bread Company 

Kona Grill 

Kowalskis 

Lions Tap 

Wildfire 

Sponsors  Sponors 

550 Club Members  
($550 per year for 5 years) 

Jeff and Liz Sloan 

Ann and William Anderson 

Lisa Ann Edwards 

Rich Fischer 

J. and C. Rasmussen 

SECURA Insurance Companies  
Charitable Fund 

Geneva Sorum 

Sydney M. Galleger Foundation 

Josh and Julie Taylor 

Marietta Karulf Memorial 
Scholarship 

Donation in honor of 
volunteer services: 
United Health Group—in 
honor of Wendy Autio 

Colon & Rectal Surgery  
Associates, LTD 

Elizabeth Cherry 
Kenneth and Esther Noel 
Joyce Peper 
Kathy Johnson 
Paul and Joyce Ossmann 
Suzie Sime 

Friends of EP Schools  
up to $99 

Sue and Scott Tinklenberg 

Sue Ellen Toppings 

William Trantina 

Mary and Carl Tuttle 

Autumn and David Tysk 

Lindsey Wahl Vandrovec 

Gopala Vemu 

Beth and Bob Vorpahl 

Cary Walski 

Mark Weber 

Julie Weeden* 

Peter Werrenrath 

Karen Westerberg 

Mike and Lauren Whipkey 

Cathryn Wilkinson 

Lesley Wilson 

Michelle Young 

Jeanne Zetah 

AmeriTrak GPS 

Eagle Heights Spanish Immersion 

Eden Lake Elementary PTO 

Oak Point Elementary PTO 

Prairie Electric 

Prairie View Elementary PTO 

Connie and Todd Tsuchiya 

In Kind Sponsors 

Jake's City Grill 

Sammy's Sweets 

In honor of Julie and 

Kevin Balon 

Ann and William Anderson 



Thank you to our Annual Sponsors! 

We are also proud to work 

with the Early Childhood 

Scholarship Fund   

and  

the Random Acts of  

Kindness Fund at Eden 

Prairie High School 

The Foundation for Eden Prairie 
Schools meets the requirements of 

the Charities Review Council.  
More information about their  
requirements can be found at 

https://smartgivers.org/ 


